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M ost of us have some kind 
of phobia. I’ve shared with you 
before that I’m afraid of snakes.  
I was fishing with my son and 
grandson when a large, very  
colorful snake came swimming in 
front us. I was sure that it was a 
rattlesnake. I yanked my grand-
son’s arm and pulled him out of 
what I thought was harm’s way. 
The snake dove under water nev-
er to be seen again. (More than 
likely it wasn’t even a rattle-
snake.) 
 

Y ou may not be afraid of 
snakes. It might be something 
else completely. However, there 
is one fear that many of us share, 
and it keeps us from being the 
people that God has created and 
redeemed us to be. It is the fear 
of failure. 
 

I n a TED talk, Ken Robinson 
stated, “If you are not prepared 
to be wrong [make mistakes] you 
will never come up with some-
thing original.” He believes that 
we don’t learn to be creative. We 
learn to not be creative. Watch 
children play. They don’t have a 
problem with creativity. Yet, 
somewhere down the road some-
one will laugh at them, tell them 
that you must draw between the 
lines, or that dancing is stupid 
(children love to dance). 
 

W hat might keep us from 
following our God-given dreams is 
the fear that we might fail God. 
And who can survive disappointing 
God? In Romans 8:1 Paul writes, 
“There is therefore now no con-
demnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.” (ESV)  
 

S ince we have been forgiven, 
our failures and mistakes come 
under the mercy of Christ too. In 
one sense we have been freed by 
Christ to fail. I’m not talking about 
the freedom to do whatever we 
want (Roman 6:1-4) but the free-
dom to live and to follow our  
God- given dreams. 
 

I n his upcoming book, “Everyone’s 
a Genius,” Alan Briggs writes, 
“Every follower of Jesus has the 
Spirit of God within them and is 
given spiritual gifts. Every human 
is created in the image of God.” 
Not only are we created in that 
image of God, we have been re-
deemed by Christ to be the people 
he has called us to be.  
 

L et’s focus on the gift that 

God has given us and trust in his 

ability to work through us even 

when we fail. 

 

Pastor Doug 
 

Forgiven to Fail 
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Worship Ministries 
by Pastor Jeffrey Meinz, Director of Worship Ministries 

They’re Here! 

I loved it when Grandma and 

Grandpa Boren would come for a 
visit. 
 

My sister, Jennifer, and I would 

sit by the enormous window facing 
the road and when we’d see them 
pull into our driveway we would  
simultaneously announce as loudly 
as we could, “THEY’RE HERE!” 
 

Grandma and Grandpa 
owned a small General Store in 
New Wells, Missouri, so Grandma 
would always fill a small brown 
sack of candy to give to Jennifer 
and me.  My bag always included 
baseball cards. Jennifer’s bag  
always included Bit-O-Honey. 
Gross. 
 

My Mom and Dad would 

meet Grandma and Grandpa at 
the front door, hug, ask about 
their drive, offer them something 
to drink, and invite them to sit on 
the couch to catch up.  By this 
time I had eaten all of my candy 
and was thumbing through my 
brand-new baseball cards looking 
for current Dodgers. 
 

We didn’t have a guest  

bedroom so Mom and Dad 
offered their room to Grandma 
and Grandpa.  Mom and Dad 
slept in the basement.  Where I 
don’t know.  The only option they 
had was on the ping-pong table, I 
suppose. 
 

We spent days power-cleaning 

the house before Grandma arrived.   
Mom wanted our house to be 
spotless when Grandma walked 
in.  I use to think that we were 
trying to pull a fast one over on 
Grandma. 
 

“Of course our home is 
always this clean.” 
 

We all know that it wasn’t, 

but because very important people 
were coming we wanted to put 
our very best foot forward.  In 
short, we cleaned like crazy  
because Grandma and Grandpa 
were important! 
 

The same is true every 

Sunday morning at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church!  Important 
guests, family, members, and 
friends are coming to Holy Cross 
every Sunday morning.  They’re 
coming to experience the most 
important events that they will 
experience all week long:  The 
forgiveness of sins, the hearing of 
God’s Word, receiving the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ, and 
being in Christian fellowship with 
one another.   
 

Even though we get many 

compliments from guests regarding 
how friendly our congregation is, 
we also occasionally hear someone 
say, “Not a single person spoke to 
us and we still don’t know where 
the bathrooms are!”   
 

For this reason, one of 
my goals for the near 
future is to initiate an 
effective and consistent 
Greeter Ministry at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church.   
 

As I’ve mentioned before, 

we typically have over 30 visitor 
and guest cards handed in every 
Sunday morning.  Some of these 
cards represent people who have 
never been to Holy Cross before 
and may need a little help navi-
gating our facility, meeting a  
pastor, or making a friend.  An 
active Greeter Ministry at Holy 
Cross would be a valuable service 
to our guests Sunday after Sunday. 
 

So in the months ahead 
you’ll be invited to plug into this 
important ministry!  I pray that 
you will join me and others at 
one of our main doors, excited to 
proclaim, “THEY’RE HERE!”   

 

Pastor Jeffrey Meinz 
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We continue our celebration of 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation by looking at the 
hymns of Martin Luther. 
 

Our Father Who From Heaven 
Above  
TLH 458, LW 431, LSB 766 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 
(written 1539) 
Tune: Attributed to Martin Luther,  
setting 1941 for TLH 
Tune Title: Vater Unser 
Music Public Domain 
Text Public Domain and Concordia 
Publishing (1890) (revised transla-
tion) Matthew 6:9-13 
 

This 9-verse hymn is a catechism 
hymn of Martin Luther.  Each stanza 
elaborates one of the petitions of 
the Lord’s Prayer, the doxology 
excepted, and the last is on the 
Amen.  Luther first published it in 
1539.  It apparently appeared 
originally as a broadsheet and was 
also included in Valten Schumann’s 

“Geistliche Lieder, Leipzig” in the 
same year, together with this tune. 
 

It is found in English as early as 
1560 in “Psalmes of David” by R. 
Cox, and in the 1568 edition of 
John Wedderburn’s “Gude and 
Godlie Ballates.”  It was added to 
the “Scottish Psalter” in 1595.  
The translation is a composite, 
appearing in “The Lutheran  
Hymnal” in 1941.  Our later hymnals 
incorporated that translation of 
verses 1, 6, 8, and 9 with a newer 
translation by F. Samuel Janizow 
(1913-2001) of verses 2, 3, 4, 5, 
and 7.  Many call it Luther’s finest 
hymn, even above the well-known 
“A Mighty Fortress.” 
 

The tune “Vater Unser”, which 
appeared with the hymn in 1539, 
is of unknown authorship.  Luther 
had written a tune for the text, 
which he discarded and then  
allowed the hymn to be published 
with this tune which he carefully 
revised. 

Worship Ministries (Continued) 
Pastor Jeffrey Meinz, Director of Worship Ministries 

History of Hymns 
By Jess McDowell 

 

Circles 
Most Circles take a break for the 
summer; however Rachel Circle 
continues to meet the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month at 9 am 
in the Fireside Room. They are 
doing stand alone studies from 
the Bible. Child care is available. 
Contact Kelly Carter or Jill Pratt.  
 

Interest Groups 
Pastor Del Akech survived the  

horrors of the Sudanese civil war. 
As a refugee he received an LWR 

quilt.  He believes that act of  
kindness was one way God called 

him toward service to others. 
 

LWR Quilts for Missions meets the 
first and third Saturdays of each 
month to make quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief, our Honduras mission, 
and other global and local missions.  
If you have sheets, fabric or thread 
to donate, please bring it to the 
marked box at the Ministry Center.  
 

Stitchin’ Servants - If you like 
knitting or crocheting or you 
would like to learn, please join us! 
We meet the third Saturday of 
each month from 10 to 11:30 am 
in the Fireside Room. 
 

Scrapbooking - We meet the 
third Saturday of each month, 10 
am-5 pm, Fireside Room. Come 
for the whole day or any part. Call 
Janet Grangruth with questions. 
 

Geocaching - Join us Monday 
mornings. Contact Rich at 
RichB@HolyCrossCS.org. 
 

Hiking - Alan Thielke leads hikes 
every Saturday the weather is nice. 
Contact him at athielke@hotmail.com. 

Two Movies Coming Up 
Martin Luther, The Idea that Changed the World will be 

showing at Cinemark Tinseltown on Wednesday, August 9 at 10:30 am 
and 6:30 pm. Tickets are $11 each. Your purchase assists greatly toward 
the showing of the movie since it is being funded by local churches. 
 

1. Purchase online at luthermovie.link/springs1 (6:30 pm showing) or 
luthermovie.link/springs2 (10:30 am showing) 

2. Purchase your ticket at the Ministry Center by July 30.  
 

The Case for Christ, the moving story of Lee Stroebel, a professed 

atheist who comes to know Christ, will be shown in Hiller Hall on Friday, 
September 8. Child care will be available. Then plan to join the “Case 
for Christ” Bible study beginning Sunday, September 10. 
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an’s 

ommentary on 

ducation 
By DCE Dan Hampton 

Director of  
Growth Ministries 

Nearly 50% of teens 
in the United States regularly 
attend church-related services or 
activities. 
 

61% of today’s young 
adults who were regular church 
attendees are now “spiritually 
disengaged.” They are not actively 
attending church, praying, or 
reading their Bibles. 
 

20% of those who 
were spiritually active during high 
school are maintaining a similar 
level of commitment. 
 

19% of teens were 

never reached by the Christian 
community, and they are still dis-
connected from the Church or any 
other Christian activities. 
 

20% of those who 
were churched as a teen are  
spiritually active at age 29. 
 

A majority of twenty-
somethings—61% of today’s young 
adults—had been churched at one 

 

Holy Cross has a  
limited amount of staff to fill the 
needs of the hundreds of children 
and youth that we serve. We are 
all in this together. The old adage 
“It takes a village to raise a child” 
is still relevant, especially within 
the church. The body of Christ can 
turn the tide of battle.  
 

When adults take an 
active part in a child’s 

or student’s life 
through personal  

contact and prayer,  
we will  

make a difference.  
 

The statistics I listed 
are over 10 years old now. Unfor-
tunately, the trend has not been 
reversed according to most other 
research, but we have spiraled 
farther into the web of a disengaged 
generation who do not see the 
importance, relevancy, or value in 
being a part of a Christian Church 
community.  
 

Please take a moment  

of your day to pray for all our  
volunteers and staff who work  
so hard to bring God’s Word into 
the lives of children, students, 
and families. If God has placed it 
on your heart to jump into the 
battle, please contact me, our 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Nicki Evelyn, or our DCE Intern 
Bradley Asmus. We would love to 
have you join the fight along side 
us.  
 

~DCE Dan Hampton 
 

point during their teen years but 
they are now spiritually disengaged 
(i.e., not actively attending church, 
reading the Bible, or praying).  

—George Barna (2006) 
 

These statistics do not 

paint a very pretty picture. To 
those that may still think Christian 
Education is just about having a 
fun time hanging with children 
and students, think again.  
 

Those working with 
the next generation 

are front line warriors, 
fighting an epic battle 

against the odds to 
make God’s Word 

come alive in hearts 
and minds.  

 

It is serious business. 
Thanks be to God that we have 
His Holy Spirit to guide, direct, and 
sustain us. Without God being an 
active part of our ministry, we 
would be doomed to fail.  
 

The Ugly Side of Christian Education 
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Adult Education 
DCE Dan Hampton, Director of Growth Ministries 

Thursday Breakfast  
Bible Studies 

 

Village Inn Bible Breakfast (for 
men & women, Austin Bluffs & 
Academy) 6 am. Discussion of the 
Scripture lessons for the upcoming 
Sunday. Leader, Pastor Brauner.   
 
Women’s Bible Breakfast 6 am. 
Open Door Café, Rocky Mountain 
Calvary Church, 4285 N. Academy 
Blvd.  Study:  “Jesus Calling” by 
Sarah Young. Leader, Connie 
Bond.   
  
Wade’s Cafe Men’s Bible Breakfast 
is just beginning a new study of  
the prophet Jeremiah at 6 am. 
Leader, Matthew Grunenwald. 
 

 

Thursday Women’s 
Bible Study 

Includes Child Care 
Rachel Circle meets the 1st and 
3rd Thursday of each month at 9 
am in the Fireside Room. They 
are doing stand alone studies 
from the Bible. Contact Kelly 
Carter or Jill Pratt if you have 
questions. 

Upcoming Films in Lifetree Café 
We’re having great discussions in Lifetree Café! We gather in Room 120 every Monday and Tuesday from 

11:45 am to 12:45 pm for a film and interesting conversation. Stop in, have a snack, and enjoy! 
 
July 24,25—Body Language (What you say before you say a word) 
July 31, Aug 1—Getting Unstuck (Practical ways to improve your life) 
Aug 7,8—Science and Religion (Can they coexist) 
Aug 7,8—Coping with Grief. (Find your path to peace) 
Aug 7,8—They Hijacked my Life (Identity Theft) 
 

Spanish Lifetree Café is every Tuesday in the  
Fireside Room during English speaking Lifetree. 

 

   Join us for stimulating conversation to feed your soul. 

Sunday Adult Classes 
9:30 A.M. 

Who is the Holy Spirit? Discover 

the Helper who is always there for you—
the Holy Spirit, who works in perfect har-
mony with God the Father and Jesus the 
Son. Leaders, Pastor Jeffrey Meinz & Pastor 
Doug Brauner; Hiller Hall 

 

The Lutheran Difference This CPH Bible study compares the 

differences and similarities between the LCMS doctrine and other religions.  
Many Lutherans have learned the doctrines of the Church; this class  
explores the scriptural foundation for LCMS beliefs.  Leader, Ed Ingraham; 
Room 120 
 

11:00 A.M.  
The Gospel of Mark   
This ongoing Bible study of the Gospel of Mark has a small group format. 
Leaders, Wayne & Lisa Gayler; Room 120 

 
Wednesday Class 

The Truth Project  This Focus on the Family study is a DVD-based 

small group study that practically and personally introduces viewers to the 
truth claims of God.  We meet every other Wednesday evening at 6:00 in 
the Fireside Room.  (Food will be served.)  Leader, Scott Gustad; Fireside 
Room 
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Youth and College Ministries 
By DCE Intern Bradley Asmus 

August 11th-12th:  College Age  
Retreat at LVR. College age adults 
can get recharged through the 
Word of God, fun activities, and 
growing in a closer bond with 
each other and nature. 
 
August 18th-19th:  Sr. High Lock-In. 
We will focus on living life through 
mistakes and God’s Love, having 
some Nerf battles, and helping 
out with some projects. 
 
August 20th:  The San Diego crew 
will lead worship. 
 
September 6th: TOGETHER begins. 
~ Together Meals Start, 4:45 pm 
~ Pioneer Club Kicks Off, 6 pm 
~ Affirmation Orientation, 6 pm 
~ Fall Sr High Youth Group, 6 pm  
~Adult classes, 6 pm 
 
September 8th:  Jr. High Lock-In. 
We will focus on forgiveness and 
grace and learn some new fun 
games. 
 

Dear Holy Cross family, 
I want to thank you so much for all the warm welcomes and  
encouragement, and for all the forgiveness. You have made this a 
great transition for me and a great stepping stone for my ministry 
here at Holy Cross.  
 

I would love to get to know you and your family more! The more I 
get to know what ministries you want to see for your youth and  
family, the more I will be able to help you and your family grow in 
your faith! So if you would like to set some time for me to meet and 
talk with you and your family, give a ring, or send an email. 
 

Some ministries going on right now are: 

~ The Sr. High meets every Wednesday from 6 to 8 pm for some 

games and then Bible Study.  
 

~ 17 Servants are currently on a youth mission trip in San 

Diego where we are helping some of the people who live there. 
 

~ The College Age group also meets every Wednesday during 

the summer from 6 to 7 pm for a study on  World Religions and 

other sects of Christianity. Our college group may also start a 
monthly event to get out and get to know each other better. 
 

Let’s connect! If you would like to contact me, you can give me 

a jingle at 596-0661, ext. 212, or email DCEintern@holycrosscs.org. 

Young at Heart 
Our Annual Picnic was held at 
Holy Cross on July 10. Our next 
meeting will be August 7 at 11 
am at the Pueblo Viejo Authentic 
Family Mexican Restaurant, 5934 
Stetson Hills Blvd. There will be 
no program,  but we will enjoy 
good food and fellowship. Hosts 

are Roy and Delores 
Strain and Barbara 
Hermansen. 
 

Our members are 
senior citizens 55 

years or older, and we welcome 
you to visit our meetings. If you 
have questions, please call Lyman 
Kaiser, 260-6187. 

Surprise Card Shower 
Ruth Bowen has been a faithful 
member of Holy Cross for almost 
50 years. She is turning 90 years 
old on August 13, and her grand- 
daughter (Patty Dennard) has 
asked for cards to help Ruth 
celebrate her 
birthday.  
 
If you would 
like to shower 
Ruth with 
birthday cards, 
they may be put into Patty’s 
mailbox here at church or sent 
to Ruth Bowen, c/o Patty Dennard, 
4825 Cheerful Road, 80917. 
Thank you! 
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Children’s Ministries by Nicki Evelyn 

School  News   
By Deb  

Schrank,  

Director 

We are excited 
to see how 
much the 
school has 
grown! We 

need volunteers to answer the 

school phone, assist in the class-
room and escort children from 
Madison Elementary. We also 

need part time staff—teachers 

and aids.  
 
The school has over 60 children 
enrolled already for the new 
school year which begins August 

7th. There are still a few spaces 
available in some classes, so 
please continue to tell others 
about our wonderful program 
that serves children age 2 and a 
half (and potty trained), through 
age 5, not in kindergarten. Our 
website is a great way to introduce 
people to Holy Cross Lutheran 
School. Go to  www.holycrosscs.org 
and click on “school.”  
 
Would you like to see the school? 
The congregation is invited to our 

open house on Sunday, August 

6, from 11 am to 1 pm. 
 

Thank you for your continued 

prayer support. To schedule a 

tour or for more information, 

please contact Deb at 719-596-
4386 or 352-672-0631 or 
hcls@holycrosscs.org. 
 
 

Blessing of the  
Backpacks  
and Teacher Commissioning will be 
at all three services on August 20. 
All students will be asked to bring 
their backpack up for a blessing 
and gift, as well as all teachers—
Holy Cross, homeschool, public, etc. 
 

Cub Scout Recruiting 
Did you know that Holy Cross has a 
Cub Scout pack? If you know a boy 
in first through fifth grade and would 
like to learn more about the Cub 
Scout program and its activities, 
please look for us during the  
Together Meal on Wednesday, 
September 6, or before Sunday 
School on the 10. We will have a 
table set up, so stop by to learn more. 
 
Cub Scouting is a year-round program 
uniquely designed to meet the needs 
of young boys and their parents. 
The program offers lots of fun and 
challenging activities that promote 
character development, citizenship, 
and physical fitness. 
 
If you would like more info ahead 
of time or are unable to attend on 
September 6 or 10, please contact 
Gordon Weldon at 351-9513 or by 
email at gweldonjr@gmail.com. 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

4125 Constitution Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO  80909 
719-596-0661; FAX 719-596-0699; www.HolyCrossCS.org 
Sunday Service Times: 
8:00 A.M. - Classic Celebration (Traditional) 
9:30 A.M. - Majestic Praise (Blended) 
11:00 A.M. - Praise Alive (Contemporary) 
Children and Youth Education:  9:30 A.M.—Adult Education 9:30 & 11 A.M. 
Childcare for 3 & younger available during Sunday services 
“Life Beneath the Cross” is published 6 times per year. 

Bible Basecamp. . . 
will wrap up on August 27. There will 
be no Sunday School on September 3 
in observance of Labor Day. 
 

We Have Moved! 
All Sunday and Wednesday classes 
for children and youth are now located 
upstairs.  
  

Fall into Education 
Please register your preschool 
through 5th grade children for the 
2017/2018 school year using the link 
on the church website. 
Pioneer Clubs begin Wednesday, 
September 6. 
Fall Sunday School begins Sep-
tember 10. We will use the newly  

updated Answers in Genesis 
Curriculum for all ages. 
First Grade Bible distribution 
will be at all services on September 17. 
 

We Need You! 
We have many teaching and helping 
opportunities available on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings 
during the school year. Can YOU 
help? Job descriptions and sign-up 
sheets will be available at the Ministry 
Center soon! Contact Nicki Evelyn  
for more information. 

http://www.holycrosscs.org
mailto:hcls@holycrosscs.org
mailto:gweldonjr@gmail.com
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Service Ministries  
Pastor Doug Brauner, Director of Service Ministries 

Food Pantry Statistics  
May 

 

Total Adults (18-59)    542 
Total Seniors    238 
Total Children    401 
Total Recipients 1,181 
Average # of families/day      20 
 

Pounds of food distributed         6,453 
Avg lbs distributed/day    639 
Average lbs per person                 5.5 
 

Food Donations 
Holy Cross members    766 
Non-members    120 
Schlotzsky’s    119 
Panera    338 
Care & Share 2,674 
Community Garden    138 
Less Spoilage/Donations elsewhere   (40)
Total Donations 3,794 
 

Food Purchases 
Care & Share (4,168 lbs)   $2,573 
King Soopers/Others (200)        145 
Sam’s Club (116)          92 

Total food purchased   $2,810 
Total lbs of food received     8,278 

 

The Bread of Life Food Pantry was 
open 13 days during May. 

 There has been thorough research 
done to ensure that the new bus 
will serve the mission in reliability, 
ensure that it is built to handle the 
terrain near Lepaterique, and ensure 
accessibility of parts so Betesda can 
maintain it for years to come.  
  
The total project cost—including 
purchasing a 2007 or newer bus, 
transportation of new bus, and duty 
taxes entering Honduras—will be 
$16,750. With each partner church 
providing a third of the funds, we 
are asking the congregation of Holy 
Cross to help raise $5,500 toward 
this project.  
  
If you would like to help with this 
cause, please make checks payable 
to Holy Cross Lutheran Church and 
note 2018 Honduras Special Project 
in the memo line. If you have further 
specific questions please contact 
Amy Dempsey or Jim and Deanna 
Waldron. 
 
(Note that the timing is critical. The 
bus we are hoping to purchase will 
need to be purchased in 3 weeks.) 

Honduras Mission 

Special project 

“I am not sure how or when my life 
began, but my journey led me to 
serve the Lord in Honduras. I have 
traveled many miles helping spread 
the word of God in remote hills 
near Lepaterique, Honduras. I have 
been on narrow rocky roads, I have 
traveled up hills and down hills and 
have made some very sharp turns. 
Some days are dusty and some 
days it has been quite muddy but, 
I continue on because this is my 
calling. I have seen  tears, I have 
seen laughter, I have seen hope-
lessness, I have seen hope, I have 
seen suffering , I have seen healing, 
I have seen sadness, and I have 
seen joy. I am the Betesda Bus in 
Lepaterique, Honduras. 
  
I am tired and worn out and near 
the end of my life, but there is great 
news!! Betesda has an opportunity 
to bring in my successor with the 
help of Holy Cross Lutheran and two 
other partner churches, Wildwood 
Chapel and Mt Pleasant Evangelical 
Presbyterian in Pennsylvania.”  
  
The bus at Betesda is a vital part of 
their mission to teach and spread 
the gospel in Lepaterique and the 
surrounding villages.  It is used to 
transport children and adults to 
worship, provides much-needed 
transportation for village pastors 
for training and leadership events, 
and allows access to special worship 
events for remote villages.  
  
The Honduras Missions team is 
asking you to prayerfully consider 
donating toward the replacement 
cost of the Betesda bus as the 
2018 Honduras Mission Special 
Project.  

Our 12th annual Honduras  
Mission Golf Classic will be  
August 12 at Patty Jewett 

Golf Club. Cost $100. 
 

Brochures with more info 
are at the Ministry Center. 

Whether you’re a duffer or a 
scratch golfer, we want 

YOU! All proceeds go directly 
to FEED THE CHILDREN in 

Honduras. 


